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In a nutshell:  
One devised performance from a stimulus (the same as GCSE) under the influence of a 

practitioner  

- Practical = 10% of your grade 20/80 marks 

- Theory portfolio = 30% of your grade 60/80 marks  

- Portfolio is similar to the one you did at GCSE but its 2500-3000 words and must 

include knowledge and influence of your practitioner  

These will be assessed by me and moderated by Edexcel  

 

In a nutshell:  

- A monologue or a duologue (24 marks)  

- A group scripted performance (36marks)  

- Assessed by an external examiner (60 marks in total) 



In a nutshell:  

- SECTION A – STATEMENT BASED ON LIVE THEATRE 

- SECTION B – 2 QUESTIONS ON MACHINAL 

- SECTION C– 1 QUESTION ON LYSISTRATA  

 

 



 

Preparation Tasks. 

Please complete all tasks and bring them to your first lesson. You will be formally 

assessed in September based on the research conducted in your transition work, 

so make sure it is completed to the highest standard.  

Task 1: Practitioners  

Undertake research into the following eight theatre practitioners:  

 

 Joan Littlewood 

 Bertolt Brecht 

 Antonin Artaud 

 Steven Berkoff 

 Kneehigh 

 Punchdrunk 

 Complicite 

 Constantin Stanislavski  

Make a scrapbook containing your research material, to include the practitioners’ key 

ideas and approaches to theatre. 

 

Task 2 -Set Texts 

You will be studying two set texts as part of the A Level Course. They are as follows: 

 

 Machinal By Sophie Treadwell 

 Lysistrata by Aristophanes 

 

Do some initial research on both plays looking at the following: 

 The Playwright 

 The time period they were written 

 The storyline/summary of the play 

 Themes within the play 

 Style of the play 

This research can also be part of your practitioner scrapbook.  

 



 

Task 3- Live Theatre 

Log in to Digital theatre+ 

Login details: email: student@kshs.uk 

Password: student66   

If you have any problems with this then please email Tracy.Thomas@kshs.uk  

 

Please watch the performance of Disappearing by Numbers Directed by Simon 

McBurney performed by Complicite. 

Make notes on the following things: 

 Plot/themes 

 The style of theatre 

 How technology is used 

 Stand out scenes /moments (Be very descriptive about what happens and why it 

was effective) 

 Characters/acting style 

 Costume/props/staging 

 

Task 4- Writing a Review (minimum of 2 pages of A4) 

The review should be a personal view point on your opinions and understanding of the 

play. The review should be written in an essay format and have a clear introduction and 

conclusion. 

Please use the following headings to write a review of the performance: 

 Plot/themes (introduction) 

 The style of theatre (introduction) 

 How technology is used (give examples of moments when this was particularly 

effective) 

 Stand out scenes /moments (Be very descriptive about what happens and why it 

was effective) 

 Characters/acting style 

 Costume/props/staging 

 Conclusion- your overall opinion on the performance 
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IF YOU CANNOT ACCESS DIGITIAL THEATRE FROM HOME PLEASE DO YOUR LIVE 

THEATRE REVIEW ON A RECENT PIECE OF THEATRE YOU HAVE SEEN. THIS CAN BE A 

PLAY OR A MUSICAL. IT COULD ALSO BE A SET TEXT YOU STUDIED AND WATCHED AT 

GCSE.  

If you have any questions about this task please email Tracy.Thomas@kshs.uk  
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